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glories of Perumal. He would visit all the holy places. His
devotion to Vishnu is described beautifully in the Bhagavata
when it says as follows:-
"He gave his mind to the lotus feet of Krishna. His words
were devoted exclusively to describe the glorious qualities of
the Lord of Vaikuntha. His hands were engaged in sweeping
and cleaning the temple of Hari. His ears listened only to the
tales of Achyuta's exploits. His eyes were engrossed in the place
where Mukunda's images were installed. His body embraced
only the Lord's servants. His breath was devoted to inhaling
the sweetness of the auspicious tulasi. His tongue tasted only
the food that had been offered to the Perumal. His feet took
him repeatedly on pilgrimage to the shrines of Hari. His head
was bent only in adoration of the feet of the Perumal".  This
great Ambarisha even shed all the pleasures of domestic life and
the earthly possessions as also the precious jewels and wealth.
God w^s pleased with this exclusive devotion to Him and gave
His devotee H& own discus which protected the devotees and
was the terror of their foes. Once in order to propitiate Vishnu,
King Ambarisha along with his wife decided to observe Dwadasi
Vrata for a whole year. On the completion of the vrata, in the
month of Karthika, he had his bath in Kalindi having fasted for
three days and worshipped Hari in Madura. He then bathed the
iamge of Lord according to rituals laid down for Mahaabhisheka.
He decked the idol with jewels, sandal paste, flowers etc. He
pleased the brahmanas who conducted the vrata. He gave them
60 crores of cows, their horns covered with gold, their hooves with
silver and with splendid goods over them. The cows along with
the calves with vessels for milking were gifted to the brahmanas.
He gave them rich food, ample money and was about to break his
fast. At that moment, Durvasa came there. The king honoured
him, received him, prostrated himself before him and begged
him to take food along with him. Durvasa agreed. He went to
Kalindi for doing the obligatory mid day rites. He meditated on
Brahma, had his dip in the holy waters. Meantime, the king
realised that only half a muhurta was still left of the 12th day of
the fortnight within which he should take food. The king was in
a dilemma. Duty demanded that he should wait for his atithi
He consulted the brahmanas and said that duty also demanded